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This is the time of year we start thinking about taking our floats off and
brushing up on our crosswind landings and taxiway signage again. It
seems like we just put the floats on the plane and now it is time to tuck
them away for winter. The fall can be one of the nicest times to enjoy the
privilege of flight. The density altitudes come back down nearer to
“standard conditions” and the plane seems to just jump off the runway on
a cool October morning. The rate of climb can be wonderful in the air that
sparkles with its’ clarity. I am reminded of the song, On a Clear Day You
Can See Forever.
The Safety Seminars just keep getting better and better. If you have not
attended one in a while please make it a point to put this on your schedule
for next spring. Last year was one of the very few seminars that had perfect
weather all three days. The sandy beach was lined with 35 airplanes, from
Cubs to Cessnas to a Beech 18. It was a glorious sight. East Gull Lake
Airport accommodated another 25 planes that flew in for a wonderful
weekend.
During the day we had an interesting lineup of speakers to educate and
entertain us all, but the Saturday night banquet was something special.
The food was excellent (as always) but Lt. Col. Troy Zierden’s enlightening
stories of Air Force aviation and flying the F-16 captivated us and took us
to places few are able to see even if only in our minds eye. He had our
interest and attention from beginning to end.
on page 2
Of course the food, dining and hospitality of Madden’s wasCont’d
unsurpassed.
It is always first class and beyond expectation. We are fortunate to have
such a “world class” facility so near and available. Thank you to Madden’s
and the Thuringers.
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2012 Events
May 4-6 MSPA Safety Seminar
Madden’s Resort, Gull Lake
Aug. 12th Annual Pig Roast
Surfside SPB – Lino Lakes

“Dedicated to pilots for whom the freedom of flight over land or water
is preserved
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Snow season is just around the
corner. While
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windshield and shoveling snow, I know we have ski-flying season to look
forward to. There is some good in almost everything.
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2011 MSPA Safety Seminar cont…
Of course the food, dining and hospitality of Madden’s was unsurpassed. It is always first class and beyond
expectation. We are fortunate to have such a “world class” facility so near and available. Thank you to Madden’s and
the Thuringers.
Snow season is just around the corner. While I dislike scraping my car’s windshield and shoveling snow, I know we
have ski-flying season to look forward to. There is some good in almost everything.
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2011 MSPA Pig Roast
Mary Alverson
The MSPA annual Pig Roast was just wonderful again this year. We were fortunate to have some of the nicest weather
in the month of August. The turnout was a little less than last year but still impressive, just under 200 participants. The
food is one of the drawing cards at this event. It has never disappointed and this year was no exception. It was
excellent! I want to thank everyone who helped with the set up and break down. This sort of “can do attitude” is what
makes this event and the MSPA such a joy to be involved with. Your help was very much appreciated. Thank you Waldo
for helping man the ticket table, you get the salesman award for the year! We missed Cheri Hanson Burger this year.
She tried to catch a 100,000 pound! (well, maybe not that heavy) hanger door from crashing to the floor and broke all her
fingers. We wish her a speedy and complete recovery.
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Steve Leguil
The Minnesota aviation community lost a very dedicated member. Steve Leguil passed away August 31, 2011
after a 2 1/2 year battle with lung cancer. Steve served as MSPA president from 1999-2000. He was a
enthusiastic member of our flying community, always helping and serving wherever he was needed. His
Stinson was a project plane that he lovingly brought back to life. Steve was a volunteer fire fighter for the
Mounds View, Spring Lake Park and Blaine Fire Department. We will miss him.
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Caribbean not in your winter travel plans?
Prepare to Winter Over

Aquatic Vegetation Update

Larry Brickey
Well, unfortunately it is that time of year again. We
need to surrender our freedom of being able to land
on a beautiful lake or on a remote river here in snow
country. I would like to offer these suggestions for
storing your floats.

On May 27, 2011, Governor Dayton signed into law the
“Aquatic Species Prevention Program” which is designed
to prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species.
The new law will:
•
•
•

First, make sure your floats are nice and
clean. After they are removed from your airplane make
sure to wash them and remove all of the water from
the compartments.

Authorize the DNR to provide more extensive
watercraft inspection.
Set penalties for violators
Require training

Second, we need to get the water out of the
wheel bearings, by using the grease zerks and
pumping them until the grease is clean.

The DNR, Minnesota Waters and Regional Lake
Associations will be sponsoring Aquatic Invasive Species
seminars throughout the coming months. Information on
these seminars will be posted on the MSPA website. No
dates have been selected as of yet.

Third, make sure to spray all your exposed
pulleys with a light lubricant such as LPS 1.
Fourth, if the floats are stored outside and not
wrapped or covered by a good tarp it is a good idea
to put RV antifreeze in all the compartments to keep
any accumulating moisture from freezing and buckling
them.

These seminars will include:
•
•
•
•

An overview of the new regulations
Recommended cleaning procedures to prevent
the spread of undesirable plants
Reporting new sightings
Summary of the infested lakes and rivers in the
local area

Let’s not forget floats need annual inspections
too, so before you get them reinstalled in the spring,
get a good inspection.

At this time the training is only mandatory for lake service
providers, but is a good idea for all of the users of
Minnesota’s lakes and rivers. Lake service providers are
those involved in installing docks, boat transporter and
storage services, etc.
We, as individuals, are not
REQUIRED to take this training but this is a great
opportunity to be proactive as seaplane pilot.
We are part of a greater water user community. We are
stakeholders in this natural resource and should do
everything we can to be sure our lakes and rivers stay
clean and healthy for now and future generations.
All participants will be given a certificate of training.
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Landings…again!
By Brian Addis
Forty five years ago, the number one cause of
general aviation airplane accidents was pilot error in the
landing phase of flight. Today, in the year 2011, the
number one cause of general aviation airplane accidents is
pilot error in the landing phase of flight. Additionally, it has
been the number one cause each year for as far back as I
can retrieve valid records. We all know this. Every flight
instructor in the country knows this. On any sunny
afternoon, pilots are out practicing landings in an effort to
combat this problem. So what’s wrong? Why are we not
getting better at this? I can honestly say that I don’t know.
The basics are actually quite simple.
There are three basic core principles. First, this
task involves an understanding that, for landings, the pilot
is separating each axis and flying by using an “individual
axis control” method to meet the objective; coordinated
flight does not work here. Second, the pilot is using stored
energy in the form of velocity to accomplish the task—
usually about 30% more than the airplane needs to fly.
Third, the mathematical formula—expressed in words—
seems to be: Use the excess energy in the form of velocity
to convert a 500 fpm descent rate to zero at the right time
while performing the “axis control method of flight.”
These simple basics say nothing about, control in
gusty conditions, mechanical turbulence, pattern
procedures, distractions and other anomalies that make
up the perfect storm for a bad day. However, the basics
are the foundation; without these, the pilot is depending
on the airplane to know what to do.

Progress on Electric Mailings Appreciated
Thanks to those of you who have elected to receive the
newsletter and other MSPA correspondence via email. At
the present time we have 218 members receiving our
mailings electronically of 299 total members. This
represents over 72% participation by our members. While
we don’t have a exact dollar figure for the savings
involved, it is substantial. The savings contributes directly
to fund association events and supports future planning of
our organization.
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Pamela Freese
1243 310th Ave.
Frederick, WI. 54837

For Online Membership renewal visit this link
http://www.mnseaplanes.com/membership.php
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2011 MSPA Annual Meeting
Mary Alverson
The 2011 Annual Meeting will be held on November 19, at the
South St Paul Terminal building at 9.00 am. As outlined in the
by-laws, the function of the meeting is to address any business
brought before the board by the membership. This will include
but not be limited to:
1. Hear reports from any standing committees and officers.
2. To plan and approve the location of the 2012 Safety Seminar.
3. Place in nomination all eligible candidates for MSPA offices.
4. Elect MSPA officers for the 2011-2012 year from the above.
5. Conduct any business that comes before the board and
officers.
Please attend this meeting if possible.

Minnesota Seaplane Pilot’s Association
Newsletter
4429 Lyndale Ave. S.
Minneapolis, Mn. 55419

[Recipient]

Thank You!
Thanks to all of you who take the time
to participate in our surveys regarding
association issues. Your input from
each survey helps us respond to
questions or concerns, and guides our
direction in future planning. Seminar
locations and topics, seminar speakers,
use of electronic mailings, and your
suggestions are all items of our focus.
We are here to work for you, improve
the association, and we value your
input.
Remember to invite a friend to join us at
an association event this year. Our next
group of new members will likely come
from the guests we bring along for a
ride.
Your MSPA Staff

