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What	a	summer	it’s	been!	The	MSPA	had	a	SUPER	Spring	Seminar	at	
Madden’sResort	this	year	blessed	by	Mother	Nature	with	fabulous	
weather!	Friday	evening,	we	had	300+	people	for	the	airshow	that	
provided	some	great	airwork	by	Fighter	Jets,	Warbirds,	Aerobatics,	
and	to	top	it	off,	a	thunderous	air	and	water	show	by	a	beautiful	
Albatross	piloted	by	Hans	Meyer,	our	MSPA	Secretary.	
	
Looking	forward	to	EAA’s	AirVenture	at	Oshkosh,	I	hope	to	see	many	
Minnesota	Float	Planes	at	the	seaplane	base.	The	Martin	Mars,	world’s	
largest	actively	flying	water	bomber	will	be	on	display	in	the	harbor	
at	the	EAA	Seaplane	base	and	during	the	airshows	at	Wittman	Field	
and	will	be	a	site	to	be	seen	to	say	the	least!	
	
Lastly,	don’t	forget	to	mark	your	calendar	August	14	th	,	for	the	
annual	Pig	Roast	at	Surfside	Seaplane	base,	Lino	Lakes	MN.	The	food	
is	great	and	the	friends	and	stories	even	better.	Last	year,	Bruce	told	
me	‘There	are	a	lot	of	damn	people	here	Randy!’.	I	hope	to	see	as	
many	fly-ins	as	possible	for	this	great	event.	Help	me	to	make	this	so.	
	
Continued	on	page	6	
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The	weekend	of	May	20-22	at	Madden’s	Resort	
near	Brainerd	was	host	to	this	years	annual	
Minnesota	Seaplane	Pilot’s	Association’s	annual	
Safety	Seminar.	The	Weatherfolks	were	
forecasting	a	perfect	central	Minnesota	“Cabin-
cast”	for	the	entire	weekend.	We	all	know	how	
rare	that	is	this	time	of	year.	With	forecast	in	hand	
Member	seaplane	pilots	from	all	over	the	state	
started	descending	upon	Madden’s	resort	early	
Friday	afternoon	to	check	into	their	weekend	digs.	
As	forecast,	the	weather	was	partly	cloudy,	mid-
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70s	with	a	light	Southeast	breeze.	Splash-down	
conditions	in	Steamboat	Bay	were	near	ideal.	
President	Randy	Schoephoerster	reported	that	
much	of	the	beach	parking	at	Madden’s	on	the	
Steamboat	side	was	already	full.	There	was	
consideration	of	opening	an	overflow	parking	area	
at	the	beach	on	the	Wilson’s	Bay	side	after	the	
airshow.	Ultimately	this	was	not	needed	as	we	
were	able	to	find	parking	for	everyone.	It	should	
be	noted	that	there	were	20+	seaplanes	on	the	
beach	by	sunset	Friday.	We	feel	that	this	is	a	new	
	 	 	 	 continued	on	page	3							
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FRIDAY NIGHT AIRSHOW!!! 

Back	by	popular	demand	this	year	was	the	Friday	Night	
Airshow.	MSPA	Member	Mary	Alverson	is	to	be	thanked	right	
off	the	bat,	for	her	help	in	expert	planning	and	coordination	of	
the	airshow.	All	the	airshow	performers	staged	from	the	
Brainerd	airport,	starting	with	a	3pm	safety	briefing	by	the	Air	
Boss	and	the	FAA	officials	from	the	Minneapolis	FSDO	office.	
After	the	FAA	checked	all	the	performers	paper	work	and	
conducted	ramp	checks	on	the	aircraft,	the	Airshow	was	
officially	a	go!	Performer	started	departing	BRD	for	the	short	
hop	to	the	airshow	box	over	Wilson’s	Bay	at	Madden’s.	
Promptly	at	5:30pm,	A	Grumman	Albatross	thundered	in	from	
the	north	to	begin	the	airshow.		Performances	were	flown	by	
the	Albatross,	CAP	232,	L-19	Bird	Dog,	L-39	Jet,	Staudacher	
S300,	and	the	T-34	3-ship	demo	team.	A	big,	hearty	thanks	goes	
out	to	all	the	performers	and	the	countless	behind	the	scenes	
people	that	worked	so	hard	to	make	this	a	safe	and	enjoyable	
kick	off	to	the	2016	MSPA	Conference	weekend.	Look	for	more	
fun	and	excitement	in	the	2017	line	up!				
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record,	in	recent	times,	for	seaplanes	in	
attendance!	In	addition	to	beachfront	parking,	
numerous	wheeled	planes	and	amphibs	used	the	
East	Gull	Lake	strip	just	south	of	the	resort.	Friday	
night	the	beach	on	Madden’s	Wilson’s	Bay	was	the	
place	to	be	for	the	best	viewing	of	the	Airshow	and	
opening	remarks	for	the	conference	weekend.	
Multiple	acts	performed	with	a	wide	diversity	of	
aircraft	types.	See	above,	page	2,	for	full	coverage	
of	the	Airshow.	We	would	love	to	continue	this	as	
a	Friday	night	tradition	going	forward.	
	
Friday	dinner	after	the	airshow	was	a	delicious	
MN	surf	and	turf	featuring	a	meat	carving	station	
and	Walleye	along	with	all	the	fixing	for	a	
delicious	dinner.	Post	dinner	activities	for	
member	was	general	free	time	and	relaxation.	
Many	members	were	spotted	later	that	night	at	
O’Madden’s	Pub	sharing	drinks	and	conversation.	
	
Saturday	morning	started	out	with	huge	breakfast	
buffet	spread	with	nearly	everything	one	could	
imagine	being	offered	up	for	the	eating.	There	
were	a	few	more	Seaplane	arrivals	as	well,	
keeping	the	Madden’s	Beachfront	fully	occupied.	
	
9am	saw	the	opening	remarks	and	welcome	from	
our	President,	Randy.	Then	the	seminar	speakers	
promptly	began.	A	broad	spectrum	of	subject	
matter	was	talked	about	throughout	the	day	with	
an	intermission	for	Lunch.	The	adjoining	exhibit	
hall	was	filled	with	vendor	booths	offering	up	
products	and	services	for	the	savvy	seaplane	
owner	and/or	pilot.		
	
At	430pm,	the	seminar	moved	beachside	to	
observe	those	member	pilots	brave	enough	to	
enter	the	accuracy	landing	contest.	Rules	were	
pretty	simple.	There	were	2	orange	bouys	placed	
in	Steamboat	bay	one	on	the	left	and	one	on	the	
right	of	the	landing	area.	The	idea	was	to	touch	the	
water	exactly	on	the	imagenary	line	that	
connecting	the	2	bouys.	Each	participant	got	3	
landings.	One	for	practice,	and	the	closest	of	the	
next	2	splashdowns	were	scored.	For	such	a	
beautiful	afternoon,	the	conditions	were	actually	
fairly	challenging	for	the	pilots.	The	wind	was	light	
and	variable	at	best.	There	were	times	when	it	
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was	nearly	glassy	water.	With	such	a	beautiful	
day,	Steamboat	bay	was	filled	with	numerous	
boaters	that	were	not	part	of	the	landing	contest.	
These	boaters	were	unaware	of	our	landing	box	
and	a	few	strayed	into	“seaplane	territory.”	A	few	
landings	had	to	be	waived	off	due	to	the	boaters.	
All	pilots	did	and	outstanding	job	of	safely	and	
professionally	piloting	their	aircraft.	No	metal	
bent,	nobody	was	hurt	or	run	over,	no	FAR’s	
broken.	We	call	that	a	success!	Entries	varied	from	
C-172,	C-180,	C-185,	DH-2	Beaver,	and	2		Cessna	
Caravans!	The	winner	flew	a	piston	Cessna	type,	
familiar	to	most	members.	
	 	 	 	 Continued	on	page	4									

2016 Landing Contest 
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Social	Hour	followed	with	FREE	BEER	and	
cocktails	generously	donated	by	Bob	Wiplinger.	As	
you	can	imagine	social	hour	was	well	received	and	
enjoyed	by	all.	At	about	7pm	members	gathered	in	
the	main	hall	for	full	service,	3	course	dinner,	and	
entertainment	by	the	key	note	speakers.	The	first	
speaker	was	Myron	Angstrom.	He	spoke	on	
Western	Alaska:	A	Seaplane	Paradise.	He	has	lived	
in	Alaska	for	many	years	and	gave	us	all	a	
wonderful	talk	on	what	it	is	really	like	up	there.	
For	many	of	us,	it	either	planted	the	seed	or	
confirmed	the	desire	for	taking	a	Seaplane	trip	to	
the	49th	state,	Thanks	Myron!	The	final	speaker	of	
the	evening	was	Rod	Machado	and	about	and	hour	
and	a	half	of	his	aviation	humor,	with	a	point.	He	
did	the	best	he	could	to	tailor	his	presentation	to	
seaplanes.	In	our	opinion	he	did	a	wonderful	job	
and	was	a	great	capstone	for	the	day!	Silent	
auction	winners	were	announced	and	door	prizes	
were	drawn	for.	Bob	Wiplinger	graciously	donated	
a	pair	of	Lightspeed	headsets	again	this	year!	
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Those	that	stayed	thru	Sunday	morning	were	
treated	to	another	great	breakfast	and	another	
talk	from	Rod	Machado	on	more	conventional	
aviation	humor.	Thank	you	all	for	making	the	
2016	Safety	Seminar	an	overwhelming	success!	
We	look	forward	to	2017	topping	all	previous	
records.		
	

MSPA Members: Out and About 
In this section we highlight members and 
their seaplane adventures, or new ratings. If 
you would like to be featured in an 
upcoming issue, email your pictures and 
brief explanation of who, what, where, and 
when to: hdmeyer@gmail.com 

MSPA	Member	Brad	Thornberg	took	these	shots	
from	a	fly-out	lunch	outing	earlier	in	July.	

Clockwise:	Brad	and	Debbie	Thornberg.	Rory	Fredstrom,	Diane	Whiting,	Rory’s	
Daughter	Monica,	Carol	Whirley.	Not	Pictured:	Brad	Whirley,	Jim	Whiting	
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Many invasive species, such as zebra
mussels and Eurasian watermilfoil, can be
unintentionally transported from one water to
another on the floats of seaplanes.  Many state
and federal agencies recommend that you
include these procedures into the operation of
your seaplane. However, plane safety should
remain the first priority when considering and
following these recommendations.

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS
Before entering the aircraft:
✔ Pump floats (note: this will also help avoid
spreading fish diseases).
✔ Inspect for and remove aquatic plants and
animals (e.g., zebra mussels and water fleas) from
the floats, wires or cables, and water rudders.

Aircraft moored for extended periods in zebra
mussel infested waters may have zebra mussels
attached to the floats and should be checked
specifcally on the transom, chine, bottom, wheel
wells, and the step area of floats (see diagram). If
you see or feel zebra mussels on the floats (small
zebra mussels feel gritty), one or more of the
following should be used before leaving the
waterbody when facilities are available:
• wash with hot water; or
• spray with high-pressure water; and/or
• dry all parts of the floats for at least 5 days
(A few days of hot summer temperatures will kill
adult zebra mussels. Longer drying times of several

days are required to kill adult mussels during cool,
humid weather.

✔ In remote locations where zebra mussels are
present, but where there are no provisions for
drying or spraying  — hand-cleaning the underside
of floats with a scrub brush and physically removing
adult mussels is the best option available option for
preventing the spread of zebra mussels. A  plastic
scraper may be helpful to remove adult zebra
mussels.

Pre take-off check:
✔ Avoid taxiing through heavy surface growths of
aquatic plants before takeoff; and
✔ Raise and lower water rudders several times to
clear off plants (this will also minimize cable stretch
and improve the effectiveness of the rudders for
steering).

After take-off:
✔ Raise and lower water rudders several times to
free aquatic plant fragments while over the waters
you are leaving or while over land; and
✔ If aquatic plants remain attached, return to the
lake and remove the plants.

For more information on aquatic invasive species
contact the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resource's Invasive Species Program at 651-
259-5100, Minnesota Sea Grant's Invasive Spe-
cies Information Center at 218-726-8712, or
www.protectyourwaters.net.

Help Prevent the Spread of
Aquatic Invasive Species by Seaplanes

Remember: It is illegal to introduce nonnative
 species into Minnesota waters.

wheel wells
step area

water rudders

transom
chine

Where to Check for Invasive Species on Floats
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2016 DATES 
 
EAA Oshkosh  Jul 25-31 
http://www.eaa.org/en/airventure 
 
SPA corn roast @ OSH      Jul 28 
 
MSPA Pig Roast - Surfside      Aug 14 
 
Moberg’s Seaplane Fly-in    Aug 19-20 
 

Thank You to our 2016 Platinum Sponsors! 

	
	
	
	
	

ADD YO UR C O RPO RATE LO G O  HERE! 
 

C ontac t Randy: randy.schoephoerster@gmail.c om 
For more information today! 
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Remember	to	thank	your	MSPA	officers	too!	All	
officers	are	volunteers	and	put	in	countless	hours	
keeping	the	organization	going,	putting	on	Spring	
Seaplane	Safety	Seminar	and	the	Pig	roast,	
collecting	all	your	valuable	membership	data	and	
planning	for	the	future.	The	officers	are	a	valuable	
asset	to	the	continued	floatplane	access	in	
Minnesota.	Thank	you	officers!	Couldn’t	do	it	
without	you!	
	
Don’t	forget	to	get	your	membership	application	
in.	Membership	applications	are	available	at	
www.mnseaplanes.com	
	
-Randy	S	
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